The commercial production of freshwater fish (i.e., aquaculture) in the southern United States is the fastest growing agricultural enterprise in the country. Southern aquaculture primarily involves about 100,000 ha of finfish (e. Egrets [Ardea alba]) are commonly observed at or near aquaculture facilities. An understanding regarding the foraging preferences of these birds is needed to assess their relative impact to fisheries production and possible alternatives for managing such impacts.
Previous research has investigated wading bird food habits (Miranda and Collazo 1997; Young 1998) and their potential effects on aquacultural production (Avery et al. 1999; Glahn et al. 1999; Hoy 1994; King and LeBlanc 1995) . However, few studies (including no captive experiments) have examined the preference of egrets for various sizes of fish (see Ross 1994; Willard 1977) . We conducted this study to determine the preference of Great Egrets for three size classes of Channel Catfish. If Great Egrets prefer particular sizes of fish, then catfish farmers might be able to concentrate their management efforts on ponds containing such preferred size classes.
Captures and Foraging Experiments
W e used modified, soft-catch foothold traps (King et nl. 1998) 
